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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1, lines 17 and 19; "the web" is vague and indefinite as it is not clear which web 
applicant is referring to; is it the first or second web?; etc. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the pushing action" in lines 3 and 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the cam means" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mahaffy et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,034,536). 

Mahaffy disclose an apparatus for making pods comprising revolving drum (Figs. 4 and 
9; via drum 62); a line for feeding a first web to the drum (Fig. 4; via web roll 80); actuating 
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means for moving the first web against the pockets on the drum (Figs. 4 and 13 via vacuum 
means on the drum along with clamp fingers 100); a second line for feeding a second web (Fig. 
4; via web roll 34); the actuating means are mobile along a circular path with the drum (Figs. 4 
and 9; via the vacuum means and fingers 100 mobile with drum 62); the actuating means 
comprises for each and every pocket on the drum (Figs. 4 and 9; via fingers 100 for each 
pocket); forming head moving toward and away from the pocket (Figs. 11-13; via die clamp 96 
and springs 102); suction means acting on the web (Fig. 4; via vacuum turret). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, and 12: reciprocating pusher means pressing on the head (Figs. 12, 
18, and 24; via 210 is pushing up the formed container as a result head 96 is pushed toward die 
84); while the suction is holding the first web within the pocket (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claims 4, 6, and 7: the forming head (Fig. 13; via 96) comprises a rigid 
pressing element (via 100 and 102) whose shape match the shape of the pocket, see for example 
(Fig. 4); the head is associated with a stabilizing plate (Fig. 13; via plate holding fingers 100 and 
94). 

Regarding claims 5 and 13: wherein the forming head (via 96) includes a rigid frame like 
plate (via 94); and a member of flexible material (via springs 102); stabilizing plate (via plate 
holding fingers 100). 

Regarding claim 8: first and second cam drive means acting on the head, see for example 
(Figs. 9, 11, 12, and 16-18). 

Regarding claims 9 and 10: compensating means positioned and acting at each forming 
head (Figs. 4 and 9; via edges of the pockets, and element 78); the compensating means comprise 
a pair of pins (via pins of elements 78). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 : the second feed line of second web supports doses of product, see 
for example (Fig. 4; via doses/product 59). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sameh H. Tawfik/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



